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LETTER OF NOMINATION FOR ESI SENIOR ENTOMOLOGIST AWARD 2021

I reconrmend to l)r. S}rar-an \fanbirar Flaldhar, Associate Professor (Agrictiltural
llntomologr), (lentral ,\gricultural Unir-ersitr-, \Ianipur, Inclia for consideration 'ESI Senior
E,ntomologist Award 2021'korrr, Entomolosical Socien'of hrdia. A revierv of his credentials.rill
contirm that Dr. Shravan X,I. Flaldhar is one of the mo-.t de".err-ing candidates for the 'ESI Senior

Entomoiogist Arvarcl 2021,'. i'{e is a young and dr.nami.c rcsearcher rvith a deep affinitr'' for the

taming communiN of Tribal communitr- and a broad intcrcst in the agricultural sciences and

environmentalprotection. IIis major contr-ibution to thc iields oi sciences is the der-elopment

of insect resistance varieties, IPN{ models and rdcntification of arid crop insects tor pest

m..lnagcment stratcgics that discourage the indiscriminate and intensive use of cru-ironmentally

hazardous chemical pesticides, and equallv allorvs safe integration c,f biokrgical control agents with
other pest colltrol methods without reducing the e fficacY of bioagents.

Dr. IIaldirar studied at Rajasthan Agricultural Unir-ersitl,, Bikaner (Rajasthan, India),

graduating with a B.Sc. in r\gricuiture in a tjrst class. IIe continued his studies at Raiasthan

Agricultural Universiw. Bikaner (Rajasthan, India), with hrs \{.Sc. (Agricultural L,ntomology)

focr-rsed on management of insect pests of mustard, Bra-rsicajunxtL. (Czern and Coss) u'ith special

retirence to aphid, Lipaphi: e4tsinti (I{alt), for inclusion in biointensive IPNI proqralTlm(s tor
controiling major inscct-pests of mustard crop. l)uring his Ph.D. at N{aharana Pratap Unir.ersit}' of
Agriculturc and 'l-echnotogy. Udaipur (Rajasthan, lndia), I)r. Flaldhar focused on tco-ta\onomic
studies on the grass hopper in south western Rajasthan, a highly pollphagous and inr.asir.e pest that

hacl der.astated the Indian economy. I-Iis work has been recognized and published as book
'Biosvstematics of Grasshoppcr (Acridoidea) in Indj.a' ftom Lambert Academic Publishing (LAP)

Gmbh & Co.l{G, (lennanv. ,\fter con-rpletion of his Ph.D., l)r. I laldhar joincd the prestigious

Agricuitural Research Senice (ARS) of ICAR as a Scientist (Agricultural Entomolog,v) in 2009. FIe

u,,as posted at ICAR-Central Institute for Arid Florucuitute, Bikaner (Raiasthan, India), rvhere his

research was mairdy focused on der.elopment of resistance r-arieties against insect-pests of alid
horticultural crops; IPN{ models and identification of arid horticuitural pests in hot arid climate of
Indra. In ten years senice in ICAR-CIi\lI, he handled manv projects as Sun-ev ot insect-pests, theia

natural enemies and pest management strategies for cucurbits in arid regron of Rajasthan; Bio1og1,

and management suategies for major insect pests o[ tturt crops in hot-arid resion w'ith specral

reference to ber, bael, datepalm and lasora and Borers managelnent in arid and semi-arid

horticulture crops. I)r. Flaldhar is currentlv $,orking at Central Agricultural Unir-ersitv, Nlanipur.

India. He is rvorking on diverse projects such as AICRP on Honey bees and Pollinatots; Network
Pro]cct on (lonservation of Lac lnsect Genetic Resources and Implemcntarion of mobile based agro

adrisory sYstem (m4agri).
Dr. IIaldhar has developed an expertise explicit\ on host plant resistance srudl', integtated

pest management models, identiflcation arid horticultural pests, honev bees. edible insects, etc. FIe

has collected and idcntiired around runety fir,e insect specics of horticultruai importance in arid and

semi-arid reeion, of which eleren species iclentified nerv hosts. IIe also developed 05 r'arieties of
crops as ridge gourds (Thar iQrni), long melon (Thar Seetal), sponge gourd ('I'har Tapish); palak



-l

(Thar Ilanparna) and irr. gourd (Thar Sundari) and registered three trait specrflc genot\,pes of lasora
(-\HC\I-22-1), muskmclon renotvpe (AIIN{/BR-8) and rvatermelor genotrye (AFI\\,'/BR-5) in
\BPC;R. Nerv Dclhi. Dr. Flaldhar has devebpcd 31 technologies related to insect pcsts
management strategies in arid horticulrure crops and apphed one patent on biopesricidc "Thar
Jaivik 41 EC: Patent Application-201911012592 dated 30-03.19" for insect-pests mana5lement.
Submitted 07 new DNA Rat-coding scqucnce data of alid horticulture crops insecrs to (]cn Bank
NCBI, LISA. \\1th a great affinity to agricuiture and farmers, Dr. Haldhar has bcen proactive in
ttansfer of adr.anced crop protection tcchnologies to the fanners' fields through implemcntation of
front-line demonstrations, r,arietal trials, frequent diagno-.tic field visits, organization of farmers'
training programmes and agricr-rltural exhibitions. delir.cr-irrg lectures in famers' group discussions
and providing aero-advisories and cuidance through tcler-ision and radio tallis. IIe has delir.ered
sevcral lead talks on identitlcation of pests, HPR. IP\{. }-romc-made biopestrcide and sale handling
oi pesticidcs to the asticulture famrcrs. ertension t.orkers and field assistants. Hc kceps on rvriting
pop,,rlar ardcles lrcquentlv in local Ilindi languaqe on issr-rcs relevant to IPNI in arid horticultural
cxrps lbr benetlung to the fatmer-.. For iast 1\\'o \-ears. l'rc is also inr-oived in teaching of L-IG, P(]
artd PhD students in NEFI region of India. Besides core rcsearch, teaching and ertension rcdr-ides,
Dr. Haldhar rs equalh, engagcd in guiding the Post Clradr-rate students. Ilc s.as a suide for nrcntor-ing
anrl supenising the research rvork of seven I{.Sc. and rwo Ph.D. students.

Dr. Flaldhar has authored 13 peer-rer{er.ved publicatrons in internadonal joulnals of high
impact factor, 51 in national (Indian) peer-tcr.iewed journals, 16 books/ compendium; 0(r technical
buliedn, 02 techrucal folder; 45 booh chapters; and delir-erecl 50 lectures. Because of excellcnt oral
and r.vtitten communication skills, Dr. ilaldhar succeeded in attr-acting project fundrng from donor
agencies and in bagging au,ards for presenting hrs research \vorli in international and national
conlerences and sl,mpssia. He is fellou, of 'The Entomological Socie6. of India' and is thc recipient
of several awards and tecos-nitions rncluding Dr. B. \rasantharaj David Young Scientist Au,ard 2019;
Asriclilture Todal' Young Scientist Arvard 2019; SAAER Young Scientist Arvard 20i6; AIAS,\-
Scicntist of the YearArvard 2016 and IIF-S-Rastit'a Gaurava Au,,ard 2A12.tsIe has rer-iewed severai
manuscripts for various peer-rer.ieu,ed journals like Arthropod Plant Interaction, Phvtoparasitica.
\'regetos,-[ournal of Pest Science, Current Science,-Journal of I-invironmental Bio]ogy. Indian,[oumal
of Agnculture Sciences and Indian .|ournal of Entomologv. I am sure that with an in-depth
professional knowledge and hancis ot experience, Dr. Flaldhar is confident of designing,
dcl.cloping and adaptinpl innovative research approaches in a mriltidisciplinary em-iromnent tbr
meaningfirl outcomes for ecologicai and sustainable lrranagement of asricuitural producdon
slstems. Further his rigorous involvement in capacity building of crop growers through diagnostic
field rrsits, dissemination of crop protection technologies and tarmers trailings and gr<.iup
discussions rer.eal his reai zest to work at grass root ievcl ibr socioeconomic upliftment of the
farmrng community.

I stronslv recoffinend I)r. Slrravan N{ Flaldhar for the F)ntomological Sociew of India 'ESI
Senior Entomologist Awatd' for the year 2021.

\\,ith Best regards,

Sincerely,

(Ptofessor M Premiit Singh)
Former VC, CAU, Imphai


