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To address the sustainable development goals (SDG) in the
new millennium, a strong edifice in sustainable agriculture is a
prerequisite. The first step towards sustainable agriculture is
calibrated withdrawal of chemical pesticides that harm biodiversity
and ecosystem services. Non-chemical approaches that encompass
microbial agents, natural enemies of pests, botanicals, pheromones
etc. can ameliorate pest damage, conserve biodiversity, and
contribute to food safety and vital ecosystem services. History is
replete with short term success of chemical pesticides and
sustainable management of pests through non-chemical means. Very
few realize that the most chemical insecticides impact human
neuro/muscular regions across the animal kingdom. Public and
private agencies have invested their time and resources in
developing alternate non-chemical means of pest management.
Unfortunately, the commercialization of these products is bound by
regulations that were primarily designed for chemical insecticides.
This has cascaded an unmanageable economic burden on
biopesticide industry and public institutions. The cost involved
in generating the requisite data, often unscientific to satisfy the
regulatory body is too high for less capital-intensive biopesticide
industry. Significant modifications are needed in fine tuning
regulatory requirements / procedures involved in generating
toxicity data and filing process. Hurdles in biopesticides
registration have many facets and can never be addressed in
isolation, necessitating a collective effort involving scientists,
policy makers and industry.

To address these, Entomology Society of India,
Society for Biocontrol Advancement and ICAR-National Bureau of
Agricultural Inesct Resources, Bengaluru propose to jointly
organize one day meeting and panel discussion on Biopesticide-
Registration, Quality Assurance: Issues &way forward on 6th
October 2020 through avirtual platform. The aim is to develop a set
of guidelines that can be submitted to the policy makers for
introducing the necessary changes in the present act or form a
separate chapter under the act exclusive for biopesticides.



